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Land of Legends: A Family Adventure In Greece
From the exploits of Greek gods and goddesses to the saga of 
Agamemnon, the narratives of Greek mythology have reverberated 
throughout history and shaped our modern world. Awaken to 
Greece’s ancient myths and legends on this family-friendly  
program, specially designed for explorers of all ages. Throughout 
this journey, delight in behind-the-scenes, curator-guided access 
to Greece’s many excellent museums and millennia-old landmarks. 

Venture from Athens to the Peloponnese to the island of Crete—
home to Europe’s first civilization, the Minoans. Stay in world-
class hotels tailored to the needs of families. Go behind the 
scenes of four outstanding UNESCO World Heritage sites— 
Athens’ Acropolis, Delphi, Epidaurus, and Mycenae. 

For Young Voyagers (participants aged 7-16), this journey will 
make Greek myths, legends, and history come alive in ways that 
will enrich their educational journey, in school and beyond. With 
the guidance of highly trained youth counselors, they will enjoy  
a hands-on introduction to ancient Greek history through  
exciting games, scavenger hunts, and exclusive visits to  
museums and archaeological sites. 

Activity Level 3: 

This is an active program that involves extensive walking and standing 
during visits to museums and historic sites. Travelers should be in good 
health and fit enough to navigate stairs and walk along rocky paths and  
uneven terrain. During June and July, temperatures in Greece range 
from the low-70s to high-80s °F. We highly recommend you and younger 
participants pack a hat, swimwear, sunblock, and insect repellent. While the 
weather in Greece is usually beautifully sunny with little rain this season, 
we suggest that you bring a lined raincoat and a folding umbrella. Casual 
dress is appropriate most of the time, and comfortable walking shoes are 
essential! For welcome and farewell dinners, a jacket and tie are customary 
for gentlemen, with comparable evening attire for ladies.

As this brochure is being prepared, we have not yet confirmed 
the faculty study leader for this program. We intend, however, 
that you will be joined by a Harvard lecturer who will enhance 
your travel experience. You will discover that our lecturers are 
not only first-rate scholars and teachers but also friendly 
traveling companions, eager to share their insights through 
conversation as well as in scheduled presentations.

Temple of Poseidon (top) and exploring Crete (below) 

Study Leaders
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Map of the region (left); Temple of Athena Pronaia in ancient Delphi (right) and swimming in the Mediterranean Sea (below)

Schedule by Day

MONDAY, JUNE 26

Departure 
Depart on an overnight flight to Athens.

TUESDAY, JUNE 27

Athens, Greece
Arrive in the Greek capital, and transfer to 
the hotel. This evening, join fellow travelers 
for a welcome briefing and introductions, 
followed by a reception.                              R

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 28

Athens 
Attend a morning lecture while Young Voyagers 
meet with their counselors. Gather for an 
in-depth look at the Acropolis and its 
magnificent Parthenon, followed by lunch in 
the Plaka. Then, visit the Acropolis Museum, 
where Young Voyagers will have a specially 
designed museum tour. In the late afternoon, 
stop at the Temple of Poseidon, a dazzling 
landmark poised atop Cape Sounion.     B,L,D

THURSDAY, JUNE 29

Athens 
After a morning of activities and lunch at 
the hotel, transfer to the National 
Archaeological Museum, where you will 
peruse one of the world’s richest and most 
comprehensive collections of ancient Greek 
art. After lunch, Young Voyagers will 
participate in a fascinating scavenger hunt 
through the narrow alleyways of the Plaka.  B,L

FRIDAY, JUNE 30 

Athens / Delphi 
A full-day excursion will familiarize 
travelers with the spectacular ruins of 
Delphi, located on the slopes of Mt. 
Parnassus. Once the sanctuary of the 
influential Delphic Oracle, Delphi was 
considered by the ancient Greeks to be the 
center of the world. Begin at the Castalian 
Spring and continue up the Sacred Way, 
past the Treasury of the Athenians, Temple 
of Apollo, theater, and stadium. Conclude 
at the site’s Archaeological Museum, 
featuring an impressive collection of 
excavated finds from the ruins.           B,L,D

SATURDAY, JULY 1

Athens / Epidaurus / Mycenae  
/ Nafplio / Corinth Canal
Travelers will board a hydrofoil for the 
Peloponnese peninsula. Disembark to 
explore Argolis, one of the most historically 
significant regions in Greece. Begin with 
Epidaurus, the ancient shrine of Asklepios, 
god of medicine, and the most celebrated 
healing center of antiquity. Visit the 
fourth-century theater, the best-preserved 
in Greece, whose acoustics are unmatched 
in history. After lunch at a local restaurant, 
visit Mycenae, the legendary city of 
Agamemnon. Homer described the city as 
being “rich in gold,” and in 1876, the 
archaeologist Heinrich Schliemann  
discovered Mycenae’s chamber tombs 
filled with golden treasures. After entering 
through the city’s Lion Gate, see the 
remains of the royal tombs, built about 
1300 B.C. Spend time in the seaside town 
of Nafplio, beautifully situated on a rocky 
peninsula overlooking the sea. While there, 
visit Harvard University’s Center for 
Hellenic Studies in Greece, which is 
housed in the neoclassical Megaron Iatrou 
building in Nafplio’s historic center. Before 
heading back to Athens, view the Corinth 
Canal, with its steep, 300-foot-high 
limestone walls.                                      B,L

SUNDAY, JULY 2

Athens / Heraklion, Crete 
After breakfast, head to the Athens airport 
for a flight to Heraklion on the island of 
Crete. Upon arrival, transfer to the hotel  
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Fragment of a wall painting, Knossos Palace, Crete (left); Knossos (right); Crete Island, Greece (below left); Crete, Greece (below center) and friendly goats, Imbros Gorge, Crete (below right) 

TUESDAY, JULY 4

Heraklion / Rethymnon  
/ Imbros Gorge
Venture west to the town of Rethymnon, 
once an important commercial station of the 
Venetian Empire. Young Voyagers may opt for 
an excursion to the entrance to Imbros 
Gorge, where they will traverse this narrow 
canyon and conclude with some free time at 
the beach. All travelers will gather for a 
special performance by the Young Voyagers, 
followed by a festive farewell dinner.      B,L,D

WEDNESDAY, JULY 5

Heraklion / Athens / Return 
This morning, fly to Athens, where you will 
connect to your return flights home.           B

for lunch and check-in. In the afternoon, 
attend a lecture with activities scheduled 
for the Young Voyagers. Enjoy dinner at a 
local taverna.                                      B,L,D

MONDAY, JULY 3

Heraklion / Knossos
Rise for an excursion to the famed  
palace of Knossos, where legend states 
that the menacing Minotaur stalked  
his domain. Knossos’ corridors and  
chambers are decorated with frescoes  
illustrating life as it was four millennia 
ago. After lunch, visit the Heraklion 
Museum, and view artifacts dating from 
Cretan prehistory to the present day. Return 
to the hotel for a lecture and Young 
Voyagers activities.                              B,L
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Rates Include

• Five nights hotel accommodations in Athens; three nights hotel 
accommodations on Crete

• All meals noted on the itinerary (B=Breakfast, L=Lunch, 
R=Reception, D=Dinner); soft drinks, water, and coffee/tea with 
meals; wine and beer for adults at welcome and farewell dinners

• Escorted sightseeing, transportation and entrance fees for all 
included visits 

• Round-trip, economy-class flight between Athens and Heraklion

• Airport/hotel/airport group transfers for all participants on  
suggested (and included) flights

• Enrichment program for young explores and lectures and talks  
for adults

• Gratuities to local guides and drivers

• Taxes, service, and porterage charges

Not Included: International airfare; passport fees; meals not specified; personal 
items and expenses; airport transfers other than for those on suggested flights;  
optional trip insurance; baggage in excess of one suitcase; any other items not  
specifically mentioned as included

Program Rate

$10,999 per person, double rate

$13,499 single rate

$9,999 per child (ages 7-16) sharing in a double room  

Accommodations

Divani Apollon Palace & Thalasso, Athens
This refreshing oasis in the Athenian Riviera offers the perfect base 
to explore the entire city of Athens.

Highlights include:
The only Thalassotherapy Spa in the Attica region; a private beach, 
with a wide range of sea activities including water skiing, paddling, 
jet skiing, and scuba diving; two outdoor swimming pools and 
restaurants; rooms with stunning sea views; close proximity to  
both Athens city center and Eleftherios Venizelos International 
Airport; extensive gardens, where one can enjoy a relaxing stroll, 
an outdoor tennis court, and a nearby 18-hole golf course; and 
complimentary Wi-Fi.

Caramel Grecotel Boutique Resort, Crete
This family resort is perched on an idyllic beachfront setting. 

Highlights include:
Elegant Mediterranean-inspired guest rooms featuring handmade 
floor tiles, designer fabrics, and antique and contemporary furniture;
beach access and a large seawater pool with hydro-massage, lily-pad
designer sun loungers, and day beds; special activities for young 
travelers, from arts and crafts to water sports for teenagers; six 
dining options that highlight locally sourced ingredients; a tranquil 
wellness center and spa; and complimentary Wi-Fi.

 
 

Outdoor dining, Divani Apollan Palace & Thalasso, Athens (top) and pool, Caramel 
Grecotel Boutique Resort, Crete (bottom) 

Exploring Athens

Trip Registration page: Parthenon on the Acropolis in Athens, Greece (top); and Village street, Crete (bottom)
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Trip Registration 
is Easy
Step 1: Click this link: 
alumni.harvard.edu/haatripform

Step 2: Fill out the online form  
with your contact information and 
payment details.

Step 3: Look for an email confirmation 
from Harvard Alumni Travels.

To review this program’s terms and  
conditions, visit alumni.harvard.edu/travel/
trips/family-greece-2023.

 
  

CLICK HERE
TO REGISTER

ONLINE

TRAVEL WITH HARVARD 
QUESTIONS? CONTACT US AT ALUMNI.HARVARD.EDU/TRAVEL 800-422-1636 
HAATRAVELS@HARVARD.EDU

alumni.harvard.edu/haatripform
http://alumni.harvard.edu/haatripform
http://alumni.harvard.edu/travel/trips/family-greece-2023
http://ALUMNI.HARVARD.EDU/TRAVEL
mailto:HAATRAVELS@HARVARD.EDU
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