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THE 2020 HARVARD MEDAL RECIPIENTS

The Harvard Medals have been given by the Harvard Alumni Association (HAA)
since 1981 in recognition of extraordinary service to the University.

DAVID L. EVANS

Having served Harvard with distinction for over five decades,
David L. Evans retired as senior admissions officer in September
of 2020. Known for his effective communication and humor,
Evans has acted as a mentor, advocate, and friend for Harvard
students since he began his career on campus.

Evans's tireless recruitment efforts have reinforced Harvard's
mission of excellence and helped to create a more inclusive

and diverse College. Participating in the selection of 50 classes,
Evans has recruited from California to Connecticut, ensuring
that students from all backgrounds gained the same chance

at higher education.

Raised in Phillips County, Arkansas, Evans earned degrees in
electrical engineering from Tennessee State University and
Princeton University. While working in Huntsville, Alabama, on the
Saturn-Apollo project in the late 1960s, Evans began recruiting
African American high school students for admittance into some
of the nation's top universities. The media attention his work
garnered led Harvard College Admissions to offer him a job in 1970.

Evans has served as an advisor to the Harvard Foundation for
Intercultural and Race Relations since its inception in 1981. At
the Harvard Alumni Association Black Alumni Weekend in 2003,
the David L. Evans Scholarship Fund was announced—its original
$250,000 target soared to over $1 million within three years. In
2016, referencing Evans as “the best of Harvard,” the Hutchins
Center for African & African American Research awarded him the
W. E. B. Dubois Medal.

LEILA T. FAWAZ AM ’72, PHD '79

Leila T. Fawaz has been unwavering in her dedication to Harvard.
As a member of the Board of Overseers from 1996 to 2012—
including a term as president—she demonstrated an ability to
build consensus, serving on its executive committee, chairing
the social sciences committee, and leading the subcommittee

on visitation. A former Carnegie Scholar, Leila was also a member
of visiting committees at the College, the Radcliffe Institute for
Advanced Study, and the Center for Middle Eastern Studies.

From 2009 to 2016, Fawaz was an Overseer member of the
Harvard Alumni Association Committee to Nominate Overseers
and Elected Directors, chairing the committee in 2016. In 2014,
the Harvard Arab Alumni Association presented her with a
Lifetime Achievement Award, which recognizes alumni who have

made “distinctive achievements in promoting cultural, scientific,
social, economic, or political development in the Arab region.”

Born in Sudan to Greek-Orthodox Lebanese parents and raised
in Lebanon, Fawaz studied history at the American University

of Beirut. She continued her studies at Harvard, receiving an
AMin1972 and a PhD in 1979, and joined the Tufts University
faculty. In 1994, she became chair of the history department,
and from 1996 to 2001, she was the dean of arts and humanities
and associate dean of faculty. Fawaz is now the Issam M. Fares
Professor of Lebanese and Eastern Mediterranean Studies at
Tufts. In 2012, she was named a Chevalier in the French National
Order of the Legion of Honour.

JOSEPH J. O'DONNELL AB '67, MBA '71

Joseph J. 0'Donnell has been referred to as a “Harvard treasure”
and one of its most inspiring volunteers. His Harvard tenure
includes service as a member of the Harvard Corporation and the
Board of Overseers, where he served on and chaired numerous
committees, and as director of the HAA Board of Directors.

When The Harvard Campaign was launched in 2013, O'Donnell
was tapped to co-chair what would become the largest capital
campaign in the history of American higher education. O'Donnell
has also demonstrated his commitment to the University in his
role on the Harvard College Fund Executive Committee and as
honorary co-chair of the Harvard Graduate School of Education
Campaign. In addition, O'Donnell has served on the Allston Work
Team and chaired many College and Harvard Business School
(HBS) reunions.

For over three decades, O'Donnell has also dedicated his
philanthropic efforts to cystic fibrosis research, establishing the
Joey Fund in 1986 after losing his own son, Joey, to the disease.

Growing up in Everett, Massachusetts, O'Donnell enrolled in
Harvard College in 1963 on a full scholarship and excelled in
football and baseball. He would later go on to endow the baseball
coach position and fund what is now known as O’'Donnell Field.

Upon earning his MBA in 1971, O’Donnell joined HBS's
administration as associate dean of students before
establishing a food service management company for sports
and entertainment venues. O'Donnell now serves as chair of
a nationwide leader in food service, while continuing to serve
Harvard in numerous ways.
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WALTER K. CLAIR AB '77, MD "81, MPH "85

A deeply committed leader and mentor, Walter Clair has
strengthened collaboration across Harvard's Schools and
supported generations of students. As a member of the
University's Board of Overseers from 2009 to 2016, he served
as vice chair, led several visiting committees, and served on
many others, including those to the Harvard School of Dental
Medicine, Harvard Medical School, and the Harvard T.H. Chan
School of Public Health. He was also a member of the Joint
Committee for Alumni Affairs and Development from 2011 to
2015, helping to foster lasting connections with Harvard alumni.
Prior to that, he served as an Elected Director of the HAA and
chair of its Awards Committee.

The executive medical director of the Vanderbilt Heart and Vascular
Institute from 2015 to 2021, Clair now serves as professor of

clinical medicine at Vanderbilt University School of Medicine and is
vice chair for diversity and inclusion in the Department of Medicine.

Throughout his career, he has dedicated his efforts to supporting
students of color, including through his work with the nonprofit
mentoring program 100 Black Men of Middle Tennessee, which
seeks to enhance educational and economic opportunities for
young Black males.

Clair attended St. Mark's School in Southborough,
Massachusetts, later receiving its Distinguished Alumnus Award
in 2013. He currently serves as a trustee. At Harvard, where

he earned his bachelor's and professional degrees, he was a
nonresident tutor and premedical advisor in Leverett House.

The winner of an HAA Award for outstanding volunteer service in
2016, he has previously served as an executive committee member
and alumni interviewer for the Harvard Club of Middle Tennessee.

NANCY-BETH GORDON SHEERR AB '71

A passionate Harvard volunteer and proud alumna of Radcliffe
College, Nancy-Beth Gordon Sheerr has devoted her time, energy,
and talent to advancing Harvard's mission. As chair of the
Radcliffe College Board of Trustees from 1990 to 1999, she was
instrumental in the successful Harvard-Radcliffe merger and the
creation of the Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study, where she
continues to serve on the Dean’s Advisory Board.

Her longtime dedication to Harvard is also marked by decades

in service to the HAA. Gordon Sheerr chaired the Awards
Committee, Schools and Scholarships Committee, and the HAA
Recent Graduates Committee, and she helped drive initiatives
focused on leading and inspiring volunteers, bolstering Clubs
and Shared Interest Groups (SIGs), and promoting organizational

problem-solving. In addition, she was an HAA regional director
for the Greater Delaware Valley from 2006 to 2010 and an HAA
appointed director for Radcliffe from 1972 to 1974. She was
recognized with an HAA Award in 2010.

Deeply involved in her Class and local Harvard activities, she is past
president and longtime board member of the Harvard-Radcliffe
Club of Philadelphia, an active class reunion committee member,
and past president of the Harvard-Radcliffe Class of 1971.

Gordon Sheerr graduated cum laude from Radcliffe College,
where she studied social relations, and received her master’s in
psychology from Columbia University in 1978. A former senior
financial advisor at Veritable LP, she serves as an independent
trustee for families and the Value Line Funds. She is also a former
trustee and chair of the Baldwin School Board.

PRESTON N. WILLIAMS PHD '67

Preston Noah Williams has dedicated his life to working for social
and racial justice and supporting belonging and inclusion of all
scholars and students at the University. The first tenured African
American member of the Harvard Divinity School (HDS) faculty
and the first to lead HDS when he was acting dean from 1974

t0 1975, he was also the founding director of Harvard's W. E. B.
DuBois Research Institute.

Now the Houghton Professor of Theology and Contemporary
Change Emeritus at HDS, Williams is a Phi Beta Kappa graduate
of Washington and Jefferson College, earning his bachelor of
divinity at Johnson C. Smith University and his master of sacred
theology from Yale Divinity School. He taught at three historically
Black colleges and served as associate chaplain at Pennsylvania
State University.

After completing his doctorate at the Graduate School of Arts and
Sciences at Harvard University, he taught at Boston University,
serving as the Martin Luther King Jr. Professor of Theology.

In 1971, he became the Houghton Professor of Theology and
Contemporary Change at HDS, chairing the Ethics Department
from 1977 t0 1980. He led efforts for the inclusion of African
American religion in the curriculum, incorporating African religions
into HDS's Center for the Study of World Religions and improving
services to students of color. He was an associate at Mather House
from 1973 to 2018.

In recognition of his service, Williams was awarded the Harvard
Foundation Medal for Intercultural and Race Relations, the W. E. B.
DuBois Medal, the Black Alumni/ae Network Award, and the Peter
J. Gomes STB '68 Memorial Honor. HDS also established the
Preston N. Williams Black Alumni/ae Award in his honor.
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KEVIN YOUNG AB '92

Kevin Young is the Andrew W. Mellon Director of the Smithsonian’s
National Museum of African American History and Culture. As the
nation’s largest museum dedicated to telling the African American
story, the 19th and newest museum in the Smithsonian complex
welcomes 2 million annual visitors and engages an international
audience through world-class online programming and digital
access to its collections.

Prior to joining the Smithsonian, Young served as the director of
the New York Public Library’s Schomburg Center for Research in
Black Culture from 2016 to 2021, where he oversaw significant
increases to its funding, archive acquisitions, and visitor reach.

A professor for two decades, he began his career in museums
and archives at Emory University in 2005, first as curator of the
Raymond Danowski Poetry Library and later as the curator of
Literary Collections, while serving as Candler Professor of English
and Creative Writing.

An award-winning author of 13 books of poetry and prose, Young
is the poetry editor of the New Yorker, where he also hosts the
poetry podcast. Young's most recent works include Brown (2018)
and Bunk: The Rise of Hoaxes, Humbug, Plagiarists, Phonies, Post-
Facts & Fake News (2017), which was longlisted for the National
Book Award and a National Book Critics Circle Award; both were
named New York Times Notable Books. Other noteworthy titles
include Blue Laws: Selected & Uncollected Poems 1995-2015
(2016), longlisted for the National Book Award; Book of Hours

(2014), winner of the Lenore Marshall Prize; and his nonfiction
debut, The Grey Album: On the Blackness of Blackness (2012),
which won the PEN Open Award and was named a New York
Times Notable Book. His third poetry collection, Jelly Roll: a blues
(2003), was a finalist for both the National Book Award and the
Los Angeles Times Book Prize.

Young is also the editor of nine volumes, most recently the
anthology African American Poetry: 250 Years of Struggle & Song,
released in fall 2020 from Library of America. The collection was
named one of the best books of 2020 by the New York Times Book
Review, Esquire, TIME, The Atlantic, Good Morning America, O, the
Oprah Magazine, the Chicago Tribune, Shelf Awareness, Lit Hub,
and Barnes & Noble. The New York Times called it “monumental
and rapturous;” NPR'’s “Fresh Air" named it “the year's most
revelatory book;” and TIME magazine describes it as “a document
both breathtaking and inspiring, historical and personal.”

Young holds a bachelor of arts from Harvard College and a
master of fine arts from Brown University. He has held a Stegner
Fellowship in Poetry at Stanford, a Guggenheim Foundation
Fellowship, and an NEA fellowship. Director Young is active across
the art and cultural community. He is a member of the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences, the American Academy of Arts
and Letters, and was named a chancellor of the Academy of
American Poets in 2020.



HARVARD ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
2020-21 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

John J. West Jr. MBA '95

President

Vanessa W. Liu AB 96, JD '03

First Vice President

Moitri Chowdhury Savard AB '93
Vice President, College Alumni Affairs
Katherine A. Kennedy AB '88

Vice President, University-wide
Alumni Affairs

Allyson Mendenhall AB 90, MLA '99
Vice President, University-wide
Alumni Affairs

Siri Chilazi AB '10, MBA '16, MPP '16
Secretary

Guy Lyndon Fish AB '81

Treasurer

Tracy “Ty" Moore Il AB'06
Member-at-Large

Paola A. Peacock SM'06, EdLD '14
Member-at-Large

Alice Hill AB '81, AM '88, PhD '91
Past President Director, 2019-20
Margaret M. Wang AB '09

Past President Director, 2018-19

Susan Morris Novick AB '85
Past President Director, 2017-18

Martin J. Grasso Jr. AB '78
Past President Director, 201617

ELECTED DIRECTORS

Bryan C. Barnhill 1l AB'08

Ethel Billie Branch AB '01, JD '07, MPP '08
Salomé Cisnal de Ugarte LLM '94
Collette Creppell AB'82, MArch '90
Santiago Creuheras ALM '00, ALM '01
Adrienne E. Dominguez AB '90

Sid Espinosa MPP 00

Kelsey T. Leonard AB '10

Christina S. N. Lewis AB '02

Michael D. Lewis AB 93

Mallika Joy Marshall AB '92

Zandile Hope Moyo AB '00

Natosha Reid Rice AB '93, JD '97
Krishnan N. Subrahmanian AB '03
Benjamin Wei AB '08

BellaT. F. Wong AB'82, EdM 91
Rashid Muhammed Yasin SB '12
Joyce Yan Zhang Gray AB '09

DIRECTORS FOR HARVARD COLLEGE

Michael R. Alderete AB '79

Tracy A. Bjelland AB '08

Cristina Coletta Blau AB '87
Berkeley Elaine Brown AB '18
Edward C. Bursk AB '54, MBA '59
Margaret Crane AB '14

Joyce Putnam Curll AB '65
Debbie Kaufman Goldfine AB '85
Eval. Kampits AB '68

Colin J. Kegler AB '97

Elena Hahn Kiam AB '85

Jackie M. Lender AB'16, JD '22, MBA '22
Randolph C. Lindel AB '66

David S. McIntosh AB '80, MBA '84
Kathryn McKinley AB '09

Alison E. McManus AB '99

Tracy “Ty" Moore [ AB '06

Cecily O. Morse AB '62

Ben L. Nguyen AB '88, MD '92
Olivia Novick AB '17

Ann Giese Porter AB '62
Benjamin Sorkin AB 20

Judith Michelle Williams AB '91

Director, Association of Harvard
College Class Secretaries & Treasurers
Madeline W. Lissner AB '09



DIRECTORS FOR CLUBS & SHARED
INTEREST GROUPS (SIGS)

Northern New England Clubs
Gregory P. Hansel AB '81
Southeastern New England Clubs
Alison Hornsby Chaltas AB '88
Western New England Clubs
Pamela Milunovich AB '84

Harvard Club of Boston

Susan Lee Kendall AB '81, MPA '99

Harvard Club of New York City
Laurence Marner MArch '79

Upstate New York & Western
Pennsylvania Clubs

Jeffrey “Jeff” C. Stravino AB 92
Metropolitan New York-New Jersey Clubs
Michael Joseph McLaughlin AB '87
Middle Atlantic Clubs

Jenna B. McNeill AB '95

Carolinas & Coastal Georgia Clubs
Yun Lee Boylston AB '00

Eastern Florida & Puerto Rico Clubs
Rhys L. Williams AB '87

Western Florida Clubs

Marilynne White MPA '88

Southeast United States Clubs

Lucia “Jenni” Hammer AB '97

Ohio & West Virginia Clubs

Kate Molinsky AB '89

Great Lakes Clubs

Elizabeth Jackson AB '06, EdM '10

West North Central United States Clubs
Lauren Boulware MBA '80
Midwest-Midsouth United States Clubs
Nancy Reynolds AB '89

Texas Clubs

Hoang Quan Vu AB'92, JD '95

Southwest United States Clubs
Jeannie Reeth AB '96

Northern California Clubs
Margaret L. Kane PhD '83

Southern California & Hawaii Clubs
Kay Park AB '87

Pacific Northwest United States Clubs
Alexis Wheeler JD '09

Canada Clubs
André Du Sault MPA 00

Latin America Clubs
Adriana G. Batan Rocca LLM 96
Felix Motta MPA '14

Europe Clubs

Volker Baas MPA '88

Aleksandra V. M. Drecun MPA '10
Elizabeth N. Kan AB '85

Robert George Manson MPA '04
Pavlos Photiades AB '88

Middle East & North Africa Clubs
Shahm M. Al-Wir AB '98

Sub-Saharan Africa Clubs
Kathleen E. Danoher MBA '98

Asia-Pacific Clubs

Theresa Seung-Ah Cho AB '90
Melli Nuraini Darsa LLM '94
Anirudh Suri MPA '14
Rebecca Woo AB '89

Cultural Identity and
Shared Experience SIGs
Hesham Hamoda MPH '10
Daniel M. Lobo AB '14

Developing SIGs
Tara Abrahams AB '99, MBA '04
VanessaE. Beary EdM '11, EdD '14

General Interest SIGs
Joseph M. Kerns AB '08

Music SIGs
Dadjie Saintus AB '08

Professional Interest SIGs
Keith Gross AB '83
Courtney Leigh Walsh MPP '13

Religious Identity SIGs
Douglas Howard Chaucer Luke Chin
AB '88, MD '93, MMSc '94

DIRECTORS FOR THE
GRADUATE SCHOOLS AND
ALUMNI ORGANIZATIONS

Harvard Business School Alumni Board
Eric Calderon MBA '13

John William Power MBA 74, ExEd '97,
ExEd 98, ExEd '99

Harvard Dental Alumni Association
Dino Bertini DMD '97, MMSc '99

Harvard Divinity School Alumni/
Alumnae Council

Quardricos Bernard Driskell MTS '08
Margaret R. Rose MDiv '79

Harvard Extension Alumni Association
Evan R. Bernstein ALM '11
Michael F. Fabiano ALM '16

Harvard Graduate School

Alumni Association

Mia Alida de Kuijper AM '80, MPA '83,
PhD '83

Edlyn Victoria Levine SM '14, PhD '16

Harvard Graduate School of Design
Alumni Council

Peter R. Coombe MArch '88

Jeffrey Murphy MArch '86

Havard Graduate School of Education
Alumni Council

Jonathan W. Steele EdM '05

Miya Yamada EdM '89, EdM '92, EdD '93

Harvard Kennedy School

Alumni Association

Wendy S. Pangburn MPA '86

David E. Rosenberg AB '75, MPA '86

Harvard Law School Association
Salvo Arena LLM '00
Dan Eaton JD '89

Harvard Medical Alumni Association
Laurence E. Paul AB 86, MD 90
Anthony H. Russell MD '74

Harvard T.H. Chan School of

Public Health Alumni Association
Anthony Dias MPH '04

Bernard T. Lee MPH '14



EX OFFICIO MEMBERS

Awards Committee
Ellen M. Guidera MBA '86, Chair

Chief Marshal Selection Committee
Trisha Pérez Kennealy AB '92, MBA '97,
Chair

Michael D. Lewis AB '93, Chair

Committee for the Happy Observance
of Commencement

Ned Notis-McConarty AB '73, Chair
Donna Gibson Stone AB '66, Chair

Committee to Nominate Overseers
and Elected Directors

Tracy Pun Palandjian AB '93, MBA 97,
Chair

HAA onBOARD
Mallika Joy Marshall AB '92, Chair
Hannah Park AB '13, Chair

HAA springBOARD
James Chung AB '88, MBA '93, Chair
Lori E. Lesser AB '88, JD '93, Chair

Harvard-Cambridge

Scholarships Committee

Abigail Modaff AB '12, PhD Candidate,
Chair

Harvard College Fund

Executive Committee

Eryn Ament Bingle AB '95, Co-Chair
Alan Jones AB '83, MBA '87, Co-Chair

Harvard Graduate Council
Chanthia C. Ma MD '27, PhD Candidate

Schools and Scholarships Committee
Betsy Wanger AB '85, Chair

PAST PRESIDENT DIRECTORS
(BY TERM)

William G. Young AB '62, LLB '67
AHA President, 1976-77

Thomas Ehrlich AB '56, LLB '59

AHA President, 1979-80

Alice-Mary Maffry Talbot AB '60
HAA President, 1986-87

Charles J. Egan Jr. AB '54

HAA President, 1989-90

Martin A. Heckscher AB '56, LLB '59
HAA President, 1990-91

Robert N. Shapiro AB '72, JD '78
HAA President, 1991-92

John F. O'Brien AB '65, MBA '68
HAA President, 1992-93

Sharon Elliott Gagnon AM '65, PhD 72
HAA President, 1993-94

Barry L. Williams AB '66, JD '71, MBA '71
HAA President, 1994-95

Champ Lyons Jr. AB'62

HAA President, 1995-96

Carl H. Pforzheimer Il AB '58, MBA '63
HAA President, 1996-97

Ciji Ware AB '64

HAA President, 1998-99

Scott A. Abell AB '72

HAA President, 2000-01

Karen Spencer Kelly AB '80
HAA President, 2001-02

Charles L. Brock JD '67, AMP '79
HAA President, 2002-03

James V. Baker AB '68, MBA '71
HAA President, 2003-04

Yuki Moore Laurenti AB '79
HAA President, 2005-06

Paul J. Finnegan AB '75, MBA '82
HAA President, 2006-07

Jonathan L. S. Byrnes DBA '80

HAA President, 2007-08

Walter H. Morris Jr. AB '73, MBA '75

HAA President, 2008-09

Teresita Alvarez-Bjelland AB '76, MBA '79
HAA President, 2009-10

Robert R. Bowie Jr. AB '73
HAA President, 2010-11

Ellen Gordon Reeves AB '83, EdAM '86
HAA President, 2011-12

Carl F. Muller AB 73, JD '76, MBA '76
HAA President, 2012-13

Catherine A. Gellert AB '93

HAA President, 2013-14

Cynthia A. Torres AB '80, MBA '84
HAA President, 2014-15

Paul L. Choi AB '86, JD '89

HAA President, 2015-16

Martin J. Grasso Jr. AB '78

HAA President, 2016-17

Susan Morris Novick AB '85
HAA President, 2017-18
Margaret M. Wang AB '09

HAA President, 2018-19

Alice Hill AB '81, AM '88, PhD '91
HAA President, 2019-20
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