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ORDER OF PROGRAM

Alumni Parade from the Old Yard

Welcome Remarks and Introductions  
Tracy “Ty” Moore II AB ’06

Volunteer Recognition 
Sarah C. Karmon

“Radcliffe, Now We Rise to Greet Thee” 
Performed by alumni members of the Harvard University Choir, Harvard-Radcliffe Collegium 
Musicum, Radcliffe Choral Society, and Harvard Glee Club

Report to the Alumni by the Interim President of Harvard University 
Alan M. Garber AB ’77, PhD ’82

Musical Performance, “Julie-O” 
Eliot Min AB ’23 and Eugene Ye COL ’25

Presentation of Harvard Medals 
Alan M. Garber AB ’77, PhD ’82

Address by the Harvard Alumni Day Speaker 
Courtney B. Vance AB ’82

“Fair Harvard” 
Performed by alumni members of the Harvard University Choir, Harvard-Radcliffe Collegium 
Musicum, Radcliffe Choral Society, and Harvard Glee Club

HARVARD ALUMNI DAY 
2024



HARVARD MEDAL RECIPIENTS
The Harvard Medals have been bestowed by the Harvard Alumni Association (HAA)  
since 1981 in recognition of extraordinary service to the University.

SCOTT A. ABELL AB ’72
Scott Abell has devoted more than three decades in service to 
Harvard. After graduating from Harvard College in 1968, Abell 
founded and served as chair and CEO of Abell & Associates, 
leading its work in financial services and health care consulting. 
Recognizing Harvard’s impact on his life, Abell has dedicated 
many years to strengthening alumni connections, serving 
as president of the Harvard Alumni Association and dean for 
development of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences. As a member 
of the Board of Overseers from 2012 to 2018, Abell chaired its 
committee on institutional policy and the governing boards’ 
Joint Committee on Alumni Affairs and Development, and led 
the Overseers as president in his final year. Abell received the 
Harvard Alumni Association Award in 2003 for his work on 
behalf of alumni.

KATHERINE N. LAPP
Through skillful leadership, Katherine “Katie” Lapp expertly guided 
Harvard’s administrative functions for 13 years as executive 
vice president. She built a resilient organization that weathered 
uncertainty, including the Great Recession and COVID-19 
pandemic. As a member of the president’s senior team, Lapp 
oversaw finance, administration, and capital planning. She helped 
steer Harvard’s sustainability goals and campus development 
in Allston. In 2019, she played a key role in Harvard’s pandemic 

response, managing surveillance, remote learning technology, and 
the safe return of students. Lapp joined Harvard in 2009 from the 
University of California, bringing stability during the recession as 
she strengthened financial practices and modernized operations. 
Prior to Harvard, Lapp served as executive director of New York’s 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority and director of New York’s 
Division of Criminal Justice Services. She sits on the board of the 
Museum of Fine Arts, among other organizations.

M. LEE PELTON PhD ’84
Lee Pelton has dedicated his career to advancing social justice 
and expanding educational access. A distinguished academic 
and civic leader, Pelton served as a college president for 23 
years and now leads the Boston Foundation, an organization 
committed to equity and closing disparities for marginalized 
communities. A steadfast Harvard volunteer, Pelton served on 
the Board of Overseers and visiting committees. The grandson 
of sharecroppers, Pelton was the first in his family to attend 
college. He held roles at Harvard, Colgate, and Dartmouth 
before becoming president of Willamette University. There 
he strengthened the school’s reputation while establishing 
programs for underrepresented youth. Pelton later became 
president of Emerson College, where he increased faculty, 
enhanced student body diversity, developed national and global 
programs, and emerged as a powerful voice on social issues.

Learn about the Harvard Medal recipients

BARATUNDE THURSTON AB ’99
Baratunde Thurston tells stories of interdependence through 
our relationship with nature, each other, and technology. An 
Emmy-nominated host, producer, writer, and public speaker, he 
is the host and executive producer of the PBS television series 
America Outdoors with Baratunde Thurston, creator and host 
of How To Citizen with Baratunde, which Apple named one of its 
favorite podcasts, and a founding partner and writer at Puck. His  

comedic memoir, How To Be Black, is a New York Times  
best-seller. In 2019, he delivered what MSNBC’s Brian Williams 
called “one of the greatest TED talks of all time.” Thurston is 
unique in his ability to integrate and synthesize different and 
difficult topics in a style that’s intelligent, compassionate, and 
humorous. Thurston serves on the boards of Civics Unplugged 
and the Brooklyn Public Library and lives in Southern California.

CHIEF MARSHAL OF THE ALUMNI

https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2024/04/three-will-receive-2024-harvard-medal/
https://www.news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2024/02/class-of-1999-elects-baratunde-thurston-as-chief-marshal-of-alumni/


COURTNEY B. VANCE AB ’82 
Known for compelling, powerful performances across the stage 
and screen, Courtney B. Vance has cultivated an extraordinary 
career that showcases his passion, talent, and intellect. 

Born in Detroit, he graduated from Harvard while working as 
an actor at the Boston Shakespeare Company. While studying 
for his master of fine arts at the Yale School of Drama, he met 
Angela Bassett, now his spouse and an award-winning actor in 
her own right. They have two children, founded Bassett Vance 
Productions, and work with many community organizations, 
such as UNICEF, Habitat for Humanity, and the American 
Foundation for AIDS Research. 

Throughout his acclaimed career of over 40 years, Vance has 
portrayed a wide range of characters, both real and fictional, 
showcasing remarkable versatility. He won multiple awards 
for his performance as Johnnie Cochran in FX’s The People vs. 
OJ Simpson: American Crime Story—including Emmy, Critics’ 
Choice, and NAACP Image Awards, in addition to Screen Actors 
Guild (SAG) and Golden Globe nominations. His role as Uncle 
George in HBO’s Lovecraft Country earned him an Emmy for 
Outstanding Guest Actor, and his portrayal of Aretha Franklin’s 
father, Rev. C. L. Franklin, in National Geographic’s series 
Genius: Aretha won an NAACP Image Award. His film roles 

include Hamburger Hill, The Hunt for Red October, The Tuskegee 
Airmen, The Preacher’s Wife, and Isle of Dogs.

Vance’s stage accolades include a Tony Award for Best Featured 
Actor in Nora Ephron’s Lucky Guy, as well as Tony nominations 
for his debut performance in August Wilson’s Fences and for 
his lead performance in Six Degrees of Separation. He was also 
nominated for a Grammy for his narration of Neil DeGrasse 
Tyson’s book Accessory to War.

In addition to his artistic work, he serves as chair of the SAG-
AFTRA Foundation, which provides educational resources for 
individuals pursuing careers in all facets of the performing 
arts, and leads the Entertainment Industry Council, which 
provides support for artists throughout their careers. During 
the COVID-19 pandemic, he helped orchestrate a fundraising 
effort that distributed more than $6.1 million to over 6,500 SAG-
AFTRA performers and their families. He is also an ambassador 
for the Boys and Girls Clubs of America.

Recently, Vance authored The Invisible Ache: Black Men 
Identifying Their Pain and Reclaiming Their Power—a deeply 
personal reflection on issues of grief, relationships, identity, and 
race that provides a framework for Black men navigating mental 
health challenges.

HARVARD ALUMNI DAY SPEAKER 

MUSICAL PERFORMERS 

ELIOT MIN AB ’23  
Eliot Min is a beatboxer originally from Hong Kong. At Harvard, 
he was deeply involved with the Harvard Opportunes, Harvard’s 
oldest all-gender a cappella group, as its music director and 
vocal percussionist.

EUGENE YE COL ’25 
Eugene Ye is a cellist and rising senior in Cabot House, 
concentrating in applied math-econ and computer science. He 
is the principal cellist of the Harvard-Radcliffe Orchestra and 
president of the Harvard Signet Society.

Additional musical performances will be provided by alumni 
members of the:

HARVARD UNIVERSITY CHOIR 
HARVARD-RADCLIFFE COLLEGIUM MUSICUM 
RADCLIFFE CHORAL SOCIETY 
HARVARD GLEE CLUB

https://alumni.harvard.edu/community/stories/courtney-b-vance-named-harvard-alumni-day-speaker
https://www.facebook.com/groups/323929742346287
https://hrcm.org/alumni/
https://www.rcsfoundation.org/
https://hgcalumni.org/


HARVARD ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
2023–24 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Tracy “Ty” Moore II AB ’06  
President 

Moitri Chowdhury Savard AB ’93  
First Vice President 

Hannah M. Park AB ’13  
Vice President, College Alumni Affairs 

Shahm M. Al-Wir AB ’98  
Vice President, University-wide Alumni 
Affairs 

Will Makris EdM ’00  
Vice President, Graduate School Alumni 
Affairs 

David A. Battat AB ’91  
Secretary 

Margaret L. Kane PhD ’83  
Treasurer 

Robert George Manson MPA ’04  
Member-at-Large 

Natosha Reid Rice AB ’93, JD ’97  
Member-at-Large 

Stephen Turban AB ’17, GSAS ’26  
Member-at-Large 

Rebecca Woo AB ’89  
Member-at-Large 

Vanessa W. Liu AB ’96, JD ’03  
Past President Director 

Allyson Mendenhall AB ’90, MLA ’99  
Past President Director 

ELECTED DIRECTORS

Sofia Bahena EdM ’13, EdD ’14 

Barbara R. Barreno-Paschall AB ’07 

Whitney S. F. Baxter AB ’07, MBA ’11 

Michael Kaku Bervell AB ’19, MBA ’24 

Jyoti Jasrasaria AB ’12, JD ’18 

Jane Labanowski AB ’17 

Judith L. Norsigian AB ’70 

Yvonne O. Osirim AB ’01, JD ’07 

Hannah M. Park AB ’13 

Cherie Lynn Ramirez PhD ’12 

Rebecca Chamian Ribaudo AB ’93 

Corina Santangelo MPA ’99 

Theodora Skeadas AB ’12, MPP ’16 

Angela Sun AB ’96, JD ’01 

George Abraham Thampy AB ’10 

Maiya Williams Verrone AB ’84 

Judith Michelle Williams AB ’91 

Jason W. Young AB ’04 

DIRECTORS FOR HARVARD COLLEGE 

Alice Abarbanel  AB ’66 

Shivani Rekha Aggarwal AB ’21 

Fahim Ahmed COL ’25 

Jeffrey H. Ashford AB ’76, MPP ’82 

Manisha Bharti AB ’98 

Brent W. Blackaby  AB ’96 

Robert S. Blacklow AB ’55, MD ’59 

Gabrielle C. Burton AB ’92 

Carol Jackson Cashion AB ’83 

Annie V. Dang AB ’16 

Marion M. E. Dry AB ’73 

Amma Y. Ghartey-Tagoe Kootin AB ’01

Sietse K. Goffard AB ’15, MPP ’21 

Ailie Sara Johnson AB ’24 

Erica Mitnick Klein AB ’00, JD ’08, MBA ’08 

Kenneth S. Ledeen AB ’67 

Michael N. Margolies AB ’58 

Essence R. McGill Arzu AB ‘94, AM ’97 

Kareem “Monty” Paul Montague AB ’95 

Osaremen Okolo AB ’17 

Ann R. Riley AB ’07 

Lori Rutter AB ’89, MPP ’95 

M. Joshua Tolkoff AB ’70 

Director, Association of Harvard 
College Class Secretaries & Treasurers

Thomas V. Quirk AB ’74, MBA ’78 



DIRECTORS FOR CLUBS & SHARED 
INTEREST GROUPS (SIGS)

Northern New England 
Kenneth L. Lee AB ’89, MBA ’94 

Southeastern New England  
Alison Hornsby Chaltas AB ’88 

Western New England  
Shawn E. Hainsworth AB ’88 

Harvard Club of Boston  
Susan Lee Kendall AB ’81, MPA ’99

Harvard Club of New York City   
Willa Berghuis Baynard AB ’88 

Upstate New York & Western 
Pennsylvania   
Jeffrey “Jeff” C. Stravino AB ’92

Metropolitan New York–New Jersey  
Scott R. Levy AB ’94 

Mid-Atlantic United States 
Gary David Mitchell AB ’89, JD ’92 

Eastern Florida & Puerto Rico 
Jeffrey Scott Bartel AB ’88  

Central and Western Florida 
Eduardo J. Dominguez AB ’01  

Southeast United States  
William J. Wright AB ’03 

Ohio & West Virginia  
James J. Marino AB ’91 

Great Lakes  
Charles S. Bergen AB ’77, JD ’81 

North Central United States  
James P. Richardson AB ’72 

Midwest-Midsouth United States 
Carrie Haberstroh Roy AB ’02 

Texas  
Edmund Tijerina AB ’87 

Southwest United States  
Jeannie Reeth AB ’96 

Northern California  
Dan Ahn AB ’90, MBA ’97 

Southern California & Hawaii  
Veronica D. Wong AB ’88

 

Canada  
Ann Elisabeth Stuart Samson AB ’97 

Worldwide Contacts  
Musa Kika LLM ’17 

Latin America  
Mauricio de la Garza MBA ’06  
Duval Barbosa Guimaraes MPP ’13

Europe  
Julie Bertolus AB ’02  
Recep Bildik MPA ’07  
Laura Karelina Birkman MPA ’12  
Waldemar Maj MBA ’96  
Yuko M. Thomas AB ’92 

Middle East & North Africa  
Jihan Rizk Khattar LLM ’07 

Sub-Saharan Africa  
Roopal Thaker MPP ’03, MTS ’05 

Asia-Pacific  
Prashant Kandoi OPM ’13   
Nicholas Khaw AB ’09, MPA ’15  
Thomas A. Saar Jr. MBA ’87  
Meijie “MJ” Tang AB ’09 

Cultural Identity and Shared 
Experience SIGs  
Joseph J. Barretto  AB ’97  
Shirley Verónica Cardona AB ’06, MBA ’12 

Developing SIGs  
Tara Abrahams AB ’99, MBA ’04 

Music SIGs  
Maryellen H. Gleason ALB ’84 

General Interest SIGs 
Sajida H. Shroff  EdM ’95 

Professional Interest SIGs  
Nell O’Donnell Weber EdM ’10, EdD ’19  

DIRECTORS FOR THE GRADUATE 
SCHOOLS AND ALUMNI ORGANIZATIONS

Harvard Business School Alumni Board  
Nina A. Bowman MBA ’94   
John W. Power MBA ’74  

Harvard Dental Alumni Association  
Mindy Greenblatt Streem DMD ’05    
Miguel A. Roque DMD ’16, MMSc ’19 

Harvard Divinity School  
Alumni/Alumnae Council  
John Davis Coggin MTS ’11   
Rebecca Wilson Potter MTS ’96  

Harvard Extension Alumni Association  
Connie Askin ALB ’93    
Santiago Creuheras ALM ’00, ALM ’01, 
MC/MPA ’24  

Harvard Kenneth C. Griffin Graduate 
School Alumni Association  
Alexandra Amati PhD ’94  
LaVaughn Henry PhD ’91  

Harvard Graduate School of Design 
Alumni Council  
Jeffrey Murphy MArch ’86  

Riki Nishimura MAUD ’03 

Harvard Graduate School of Education 
Alumni Council  
Eurmon Hervey Jr. EdM ’96  

Hanna Rodriguez-Farrar EdM ’05, EdD ’13 

Harvard Kennedy School  
Alumni Association   
Jakob Haesler MPA ’99  

Jennifer L. Tutak EdM ’05, MPA ’12 

Harvard Law School Association  
Salvo Arena LLM ’00 

Yvonne E. Campos JD ’88 

Harvard Medical Alumni Association  
Mary P. Mullen AB ’83, MD ’87, PhD ’91 

Shira Simon AB ’04, MD ’11, MBA ’12 

Harvard T.H. Chan School of  
Public Health Alumni Association  
Paula K. Ivey Henry SM ’95 

Mohammed Rashad Fares Massoud MPH ’93



EX OFFICIO MEMBERS

Awards Committee  
Collette A. Creppell AB ’82, MArch ’90 

Chief Marshal Selection Committee  
Jennifer Karnakis AB ’98 

Michael D. Lewis AB ’93 

Committee for the Happy Observance of 
Commencement  
Peter Mazareas AB ’73 

Katie D. McDonnell AB ’01, EdM ’07 

Committee to Nominate Overseers and 
Elected Directors  
Susan Morris Novick AB ’85 

HAA onBOARD  
Elizabeth Jackson AB ’06, EdM ’10 

Roopal Thaker MPP ’03, MTS ’05 

HAA springBOARD  
Jeffrey Scott Bartel AB ’88 

Kathryn McKinley AB ’09 

Harvard-Cambridge  
Scholarships Committee  
Abigail Modaff AB ’12, PhD ’21

Harvard College Fund  
Executive Committee  
Erica Mitnick Klein AB ’00, JD ’08, MBA ’08 

Melissa Jasmin Ma AB ’92, MBA ’96 

Harvard Graduate Council  
Brett Monson ALM ’24 

Schools and Scholarships Committee  
Katherine Zeitlin Haskell AB ’79  

PAST PRESIDENT DIRECTORS 

William G. Young AB ’62, LLB ’67  
AHA President, 1976–1977 

Thomas Ehrlich AB ’56, LLB ’59  
AHA President, 1979–1980 

Alice-Mary Maffry Talbot AB ’60  
HAA President, 1986–1987 

Charles J. Egan Jr. AB ’54  
HAA President, 1989–1990 

Martin A. Heckscher AB ’56, LLB ’59  
HAA President, 1990–1991 

Robert N. Shapiro AB ’72, JD ’78  
HAA President, 1991–1992 

John F. O’Brien AB ’65, MBA ’68  
HAA President, 1992–1993 

Sharon Elliott Gagnon PhD ’72  
HAA President, 1993–1994 

Barry L. Williams AB ’66, JD ’71, MBA ’71  
HAA President, 1994–1995 

Champ Lyons Jr. AB ’62  
HAA President, 1995–1996 

Carl H. Pforzheimer III AB ’58, MBA ’63 
HAA President, 1996–1997 

Ciji Ware AB ’64  
HAA President, 1998–1999 

Scott A. Abell AB ’72  
HAA President, 2000–2001 

Karen Spencer Kelly AB ’80  
HAA President, 2001–2002 

Charles L. Brock JD ’67 
HAA President, 2002–2003 

James V. Baker AB ’68, MBA ’71  
HAA President, 2003–2004 

Yuki Moore Laurenti AB ’79  
HAA President, 2005–2006 

Paul J. Finnegan AB ’75, MBA ’82  
HAA President, 2006–2007 

Jonathan L. S. Byrnes DBA ’80  
HAA President, 2007–2008 

Walter H. Morris Jr. AB ’73, MBA ’75  
HAA President, 2008–2009 

Teresita Alvarez-Bjelland AB ’76, MBA ’79  
HAA President, 2009–2010 

Robert R. Bowie Jr. AB ’73 
HAA President, 2010–2011 

Ellen Gordon Reeves AB ’83, EdM ’86  
HAA President, 2011–2012 

Carl F. Muller AB ’73, JD ’76, MBA ’76  
HAA President, 2012–2013 

Catherine A. Gellert AB ’93  
HAA President, 2013–2014 

Cynthia A. Torres AB ’80, MBA ’84  
HAA President, 2014–2015 

Paul L. Choi AB ’86, JD ’89  
HAA President, 2015–2016 

Martin J. Grasso Jr. AB ’78  
HAA President, 2016–2017 

Susan Morris Novick AB ’85  
HAA President, 2017–2018 

Margaret M. Wang AB ’09  
HAA President, 2018–2019 

Alice Hill AB ’81, PhD ’91  
HAA President, 2019–2020 

John J. West Jr. MBA ’95  
HAA President, 2020–2021 

Vanessa W. Liu AB ’96, JD ’03  
HAA President, 2021–2022 

Allyson Mendenhall AB ’90, MLA ’99  
HAA President, 2022–2023 

(BY TERM)


