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SUPPORTING EXCELLENCE: 
RICHARD AND  
RONAY MENSCHEL

Richard L. Menschel MBA ’59 is a 
graduate of Harvard Business School 
(HBS), but he and his wife, Ronay, 
have never limited their philanthropy 
to just that one part of the University. 
Instead, they have viewed Harvard as a 
whole, providing support for innovative 
programs across the University. 

“Excellence is where you find it,” says 
Richard Menschel. “It’s not about being 
the biggest or the most well known. 
It’s about being the best at what you 
do with the most potential to make a 
difference  —  and that kind of excellence 
is something you can find all across 
Harvard.”

True University citizens, the Menschels 
recently made a major contribution to 
the Harvard Teacher Fellows (HTF) 
program at the Harvard Graduate School 
of Education (HGSE), an innovative 
new pathway for Harvard College 
undergraduates to prepare for careers 
in teaching. Launched in fall 2015,  
the HTF program was created in  
response to the growing interest in  
teaching among Harvard College students, 

as well as the pervasive need to strengthen 
teaching and learning in many parts 
of the United States. The Menschels 
previously supported HGSE’s doctoral 
program in education leadership, 

CONNECTING THROUGH 
PLANNED GIVING:  
CLAUDE T. TOLBERT

Alumnus Claude T. Tolbert III AB ’94 
shares his story of the impact Harvard 
had  —  and continues to have  —  on his life 
and career, and explains why he supports 
the next generation of Harvard students 
through planned giving. 

What attracted you to Harvard as a 
young man?

I grew up in Atlanta, Georgia, and was 
recruited to play football. My senior year, 
Dick Corbin, the assistant football coach 
from Harvard, came to my high school. 
When I met him, I stood up to shake his 
hand, but he gave me a bear hug. We spoke 
for the better part of an hour, and then he 
came to my house for dinner and wooed 
my mother. He told her, “I’m not saying 
Claude’s going to be the president, but he 
has the opportunity to walk among giants.”

What does your consulting firm, Three 
Sticks Management Group, do?

Startup companies usually have a 
technical founder and a product founder. 
Those cofounders are focused on solving 
the problem or developing the technology, 
yet the piece they need is how to build  
the business. I find opportunities where  
I can create value and work with these 
companies at an early stage. It’s 
extremely rewarding.
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“ This is the kind of 
giving that advances 
Harvard’s overall 
excellence and 
ability to make a 
positive impact in 
the world.” 
—RICHARD MENSCHEL



HARVARD UNIVERSITY GIFT ANNUITY RATES
INCOME RATES ARE BASED ON YOUR AGE OR THE AGE(S) OF YOUR BENEFICIARY(IES) WHEN QUARTERLY PAYMENTS BEGIN.

DONOR MAKES A GIFT TODAY  
AT CURRENT AGE(S)…

…AND ANNUITY BEGINS  
IMMEDIATELY AT THIS RATE*…

…OR WAITS 5 YEARS BEFORE  
ANNUITY BEGINS AT THIS RATE*

65 5.4% 7.6%

65/65 4.8 6.7

70 6.0 8.4

70/70 5.3 7.4

75 6.7 9.7

75/75 5.9 8.2

80 7.7 11.0

80/80 6.5 9.5

* ANNUITY RATES CURRENT AS OF MARCH 2016

MAKE A DIFFERENCE. 
MAKE A BEQUEST.

Supporting Harvard through a  

bequest is both rewarding and easy. 

You can make a lasting impact at  

the University by simply including  

the following language in your will  

or trust:

“I give (_________ dollars or _________ 

percent or all of the residue of my 

estate) to the President and Fellows 

of Harvard College, a Massachusetts 

educational, charitable corporation  

(for its general purposes or for the 

benefit of a School or unit).”

Bequests can be tailored to your 

interests. Please contact the 

University Planned Giving team  

at 800-446-1277 or pgo@harvard.edu 

for assistance. 

CLAUDE T. TOLBERT 
Continued from cover

Where does the name “Three Sticks” come from?

I’m Claude the third  —  I’m named after my grandfather and uncle. 
One of the things they impressed upon me was that although  
we shared a name, I was my own person. Three Sticks is both an 
homage to their legacy and my statement to the world about  
my individuality. 

How has Harvard stayed a part of your life since graduation?

In the last five or six years, my classmates have begun to share 
more openly about our journeys and collegiate experiences. It’s 
been amazing to hear their different stories. While I was at Harvard, 

I was young and didn’t totally appreciate what I had. Since 
graduation, it’s been wonderful to embrace the community and 
benefit from it. Going to different events around giving, I’ve seen 
that this is a kinship that spreads across decades.

Bequests make an enormous difference at Harvard. Why did 
you decide to put Harvard in your plans? 

I love to see the inspiring things that the undergraduate population 
is doing, and I can’t go wrong supporting students. When you’re  
at the University you don’t see barriers, you just see opportunities. 
I can help empower the next generation and make those dreams 
possible by giving financial resources. Students have the passion to 
reach their dreams, and I want to be part of helping them to do that.

For me it’s a personal journey and a personal decision, but I encourage 
all of my classmates to think about how the University helped shape 
us in ways we didn’t anticipate. Providing a gift helps that next 
generation of students. I always tell people, there may be a limit to 
the financial resources that you have, but there’s no limit to what  
we can do as members of the Harvard community. 

“ There’s no limit to what 
we can do as members of 
the Harvard community.” 
—CLAUDE TOLBERT
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MAKING HARVARD POSSIBLE: SETH AND PAM FARBER 

As Harvard alumni, parents, donors, 
and leadership volunteers, Seth and 
Pam Farber have viewed the University 
from almost every perspective during 
the past 30 years. “One thing that has 
always struck me in a very positive way is 
how effectively Harvard keeps its whole 
community involved and connected,” says 
Seth Farber AB ’86, JD ’89. “Graduating 
is not the end of your experience. In 
fact, your student years are really just the 
beginning. Harvard is something you 
carry with you through your life.”

With two children who are current 
undergraduates and a third starting in the 
fall, the Farbers are very much connected 
to the life of Harvard College today. 
“Harvard is an important place for us,” 
says Pam Farber EdM ’88, EdD ’91. 
“We hear about our sons’ experiences, 
and we see the way they are growing and 
changing as individuals because of the 
opportunities they’ve had there.”

“To know the impact that Harvard has 
had on our own lives, and now to see it 
having that same impact on their lives, is 
tremendous,” adds Seth Farber. 

“It’s really what drives us to support 
Harvard  —  because we want to make that 
same experience possible for others.” 

To help give future generations of 
young people the opportunity to attend 
Harvard, the Farbers recently made their 
first planned gift, providing f lexible, 
unrestricted funds for the College. In 
doing so, they called on one more Harvard 
perspective  —  Pam’s time working in 
the University Planned Giving office 
while she was a student at the Harvard 
Graduate School of Education. “Because 
of Pam’s experience, we always knew it 
would be an attractive option one day,” 
says Seth Farber, who serves as the head 
of litigation in Winston & Strawn’s New 
York office. “But frankly, it’s an easy 
way for anyone to support Harvard in a 
substantial way while also receiving tax 
benefits. You can make a big impact and 
enjoy all the advantages of a planned gift 
at the same time.”

“Alumni have so much to contribute 
to Harvard, serving as ambassadors for 
the University and resources for the 
students,” stresses Seth Farber, who 
has long been active with the Harvard 
Alumni Association and as an admissions 
interviewer for the Harvard-Radcliffe 
Club of Westchester. Together, he and his 

wife, who earned her BA from Wellesley 
College, have become major supporters 
of the Harvard College Fund Parents 
Committee, hosting events at their 
home and bringing the Harvard parent 
community together. “It’s eye opening to 
realize what a Harvard education actually 
costs and to know that there’s a gap 
between that and what they charge,” he 
says. “Even if you’re paying full tuition, 
you’re being subsidized, so we really 
consider giving the responsibility of 
everyone who has had the benefit of a 
Harvard experience.” 

“ Frankly, it’s an easy way for anyone  
to support Harvard in a substantial 
way while also receiving tax benefits.” 
—SETH FARBER
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UNIVERSITY PLANNED GIVING EVENTS

DINNER AND DISCUSSION ON FAMILY, FINANCE, AND PHILANTHROPY
Philadelphia, December 2, 2015

Harvard alumni and friends gathered at the Rittenhouse Hotel in 
Philadelphia last December to explore family, finance, and philanthropy  
in an interactive session. The evening was hosted by Maureen Finn Austin 
AB ’83 and Albert A. Austin Jr. MBA ’77; and Martin A. Heckscher AB ’56,  
LLB ’59 and Cynthia P. Heckscher. 
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PHILADELPHIA

 1.  Salah El-Shakhs MCP ’61, PhD ’65

 2.  Maureen Austin AB ’83, MBA ’92

 3. Joslyn Evans and Justin Martino AB ’91

 4. Brittany Pennywell and  
  Wanda Laws-Felder ALB ’97, EdM ’98 
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A VIEW TO THE FUTURE: A CELEBRATORY LUNCHEON
New York City, October 22, 2015

Our annual University Planned Giving meeting and luncheon at the Harvard 
Club of NYC brought close to 200 Harvard alumni and friends together 
who have provided for the University in their long-term charitable plans. 
Guests were treated to remarks by Tamara Elliott Rogers AB ’74, vice 
president for Alumni Affairs and Development at Harvard University, and  
a presentation by David Gergen LLB ’67, Public Service Professor of Public 
Leadership and co-director of the Center for Public Leadership at Harvard 
Kennedy School.

If you are interested in receiving materials or sponsoring a program in your 
area, please contact the University Planned Giving team at 800-466-1277 or 
pgo@harvard.edu.

NEW YORK CITY
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 5. Rita Gail Johnson AB ’84, MBA ’88  
  and Nancy Keller-Go

 6. David Gergen LLB ’67 

 7. Barry Cohen AB ’74, JD ’77, MBA ’77  
  and Jeff Tarr AB ’66

 8. Harold Kim AB ’86
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Planned Gift Opportunities

Harvard University President’s Fund
Harvard College
Graduate School of Arts and Sciences
Business School
School of Dental Medicine
Graduate School of Design
Divinity School
Graduate School of Education
Harvard John A. Paulson School of 
 Engineering and Applied Sciences

Extension School
Kennedy School
Law School
Medical School
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health
Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study
Harvard Art Museums
Harvard Museums of Science and Culture
Memorial Church
American Repertory Theater
Arnold Arboretum

How to Reach Harvard’s Planned Giving Professionals 

University Planned Giving 617-495-4647 Anne McClintock

Philanthropic Advising 617-495-4647 Alasdair Halliday

Harvard University 800-446-1277  
pgo@harvard.edu 
alumni.harvard.edu/give/planned-giving 

Business School 617-496-5642 Sierra Rosen

Harvard College, GSAS 617-495-4352 Peter Kimball

Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health 617-432-8071 Judi Taylor Cantor

Law School 617-496-9265 Charles Gordy

Medical School 617-384-8449 Karen Stepp Turpin

GIFTS OF REAL ESTATE: AUDREY WANG 

Audrey Wang AB ’87, JD ’90 is an attorney in 
Harvard University’s Office of the General Counsel. 
Originally from Pittsburgh, Wang has an extensive 
background in real estate development, having 
served as a partner at her last firm, DLA Piper. 
Her decision to come to Harvard was an easy one, 
she says, because it allowed her to put her skills 
as a real estate lawyer to good use in support of 
Harvard’s mission. 

Why does this type of work appeal to you?

The wide variety of real estate–related projects 
at Harvard make the work very interesting. And 
because Harvard  —  unlike most landowners — will 
be a permanent presence in the community, 
we can make thoughtful, long-range planning 
decisions when it comes to real estate. 

How do you work with University colleagues 
and prospective donors?

I work on potential gifts of real estate. A donor 
making such a gift is often parting with an asset 
that has tremendous personal value — because it’s 
a memory-filled family home, perhaps, or because 
of the time and effort invested in developing the 
property. I support my colleagues in the Planned 
Giving office, working with the donor to ensure 
that Harvard can be a good steward of the gift and 

respect its very personal value. Most of the  
time, the property is sold and the proceeds are 
used to fund an area of interest of the donor’s  
at the University. 

What does it mean to you to be working in 
support of Harvard?

It’s very rewarding to use my real estate 
experience to support Harvard’s educational 
mission, particularly because the University  
has played such a significant part in my own life. 
My undergraduate and law school experiences 
here were transformative both intellectually and 
personally. I met my future husband when we were 
undergraduates here, and my daughter will be in 
the Class of 2020.

What do you like to do in your spare time? 

Even today, some of my closest friends are those 
I met at Harvard. Seven of us have a tradition 
of traveling abroad together every five years to 
celebrate our “landmark” birthdays. We’ve been 
to London, Paris, and Barcelona. As our lives have 
gotten busier, it has taken real effort to make  
these trips happen, but we’re determined to keep  
up the bonds we forged back in Lowell House. 

THE UNIVERSITY PLANNED GIVING TEAM
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which was launched in 2009. “We are 
concerned about the effectiveness of 
K-12 education today but also heartened 
by the interest among young people in 
teaching,” says Ronay Menschel. “The 
Ed School is positioned to respond to this 
interest and marshal the many resources 
Harvard offers to equip undergraduate 
students to teach effectively upon 
graduation. The Fellows and those in 
the EdLD leadership program will bring 
skills and new approaches to teaching 
in local schools and make an important 
difference.”

Evidence abounds for the Menschels’ 
commitment to transformative philan-
thropy across Harvard. Longtime 
supporters of the Harvard T.H. Chan 
School of Public Health, they recently 
established the Transforming Public 
Health Education Initiative Fund, which 
has enabled the School to redesign 
its educational strategy and introduce 
innovative teaching methods, faculty 
training, new educational technologies, 
and fieldwork and experience-based 
learning. At HBS, they have provided 
endowment support for the School’s 
Leadership Fellows program  —  which 
places HBS graduates with nonprofit and 
public sector organizations, supplementing 
their salary and providing professional 
development throughout the one-year 
fellowship as well as financial aid for 
HBS students coming from or entering 
the nonprofit sector. The Menschels also 
have been major supporters of Harvard 
College, the Harvard Art Museums, and 
many other areas of the University.

HARVARD TEACHER FELLOWS  
Hailing from across the country and concentrating in fields that range from biology to history 
and literature, the inaugural class of Harvard Teacher Fellows (HTF) is poised to make a 
difference: “In the few short months I have spent with my cohort, I have already learned so 
much more about myself, my passions, and the reasons why it is imperative that we have really 
smart and effective people in the classroom. I would either like to enter school administration 
or education policy, but the longer I work with HTF, the more I wonder if I will end up staying in 
the classroom instead.” —Kia Turner AB ’16

A senior director at Goldman Sachs, 
Richard Menschel received the 2015 
Carnegie Medal of Philanthropy, an 
award that is given to individuals who 
have dedicated their private wealth to 
the public good. In 2007, he received 
the Harvard Medal, which recognizes 
extraordinary service to the University. 
Ronay Menschel, a deputy mayor of 
New York City in the Edward I. Koch 
administration, is currently chair of 
Phipps Houses, a nonprofit developer 
of low- and moderate-income housing 
in New York City, and the Trust for 
Governors Island. The Menschels have 
three daughters, all Harvard graduates: 
Charis AB ’97; Sabina AB ’99, MBA ’05; 
and Celene AB ’04, MBA ’13. 

The Menschels are pleased that President 
Drew Gilpin Faust’s vision for One 
Harvard has inspired other alumni 
and friends to join them in supporting 
the University as a whole. “This kind 
of giving is wonderful,” says Richard 
Menschel. “Alumni from one School are 
helping to support worthy programs that 
interest them at other Schools. This is the 
kind of giving that advances Harvard’s 
overall excellence and ability to make a 
positive impact in the world.” 

RICHARD AND RONAY MENSCHEL
Continued from cover
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LET HARVARD’S PLANNED GIVING PROFESSIONALS HELP YOU EXPLORE YOUR OPTIONS.
CONTACT US AT 800-446-1277 OR PGO@HARVARD.EDU.

INVEST IN HARVARD  
AND YOUR FINANCIAL FUTURE

FIRST-CLASS
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
N READING MA
PERMIT NO. 121

PRESORTED
FIRST-CLASS

U.S. POSTAGE
PAID

N READING MA
PERMIT NO. 121

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
N READING MA
PERMIT NO. 121

NONPROFIT
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
N READING MA
PERMIT NO. 121

KIRKWOOD DIRECT INDICIAS – SANS SERIF


