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READING GUIDE 

RECOMMENDED READING BY HARVARD FACULTY 
 

ere is a brief selection of titles written or edited by Harvard faculty. This list, organized alphabetically by author’s last 
name, has been prepared by the Harvard COOP, and the titles are available for purchase in store or online. Perhaps 
you will find the most recent book by your study leader on this list! 

 

 Can China Lead?: Reaching the Limits of Power and 
Growth 
by Regina M. Abrami 

Why Nations Fail: The Origins of Power, Prosperity, and 
Poverty 
by Daron Acemoglu, James Robinson 

Education and Equality 
by Danielle Allen 

Manufacturing Morals: The Values of Silence in Business 
School Education 
by Michel Anteby 

Global Production: Firms, Contracts, and Trade Structure 
by Pol Antras 

Sometimes an Art: Nine Essays on History 
by Bernard Bailyn 

War and Democratic Constraint: How the Public 
Influences Foreign Policy 
by Matthew Baum, Philip B. K. Potter 

The Power of Noticing: What the Best Leaders See 
by Max Bazerman 

Empire of Cotton: A Global History 
by Sven Beckert 

The Most Dangerous Book: The Battle for James Joyce's 
Ulysses 
by Kevin Birmingham 

What Works: Gender Equality by Design 
by Iris Bohnet 

Higher Education in America 
by Derek Bok 

Worlds of Dissent: Charter 77, The Plastic People of the 
Universe, and Czech Culture under Communism 
by Jonathan Bolton 

We Wanted Workers: Unraveling the Immigration 
Narrative 
by George Borjas 

The Winner's Brain: 8 Strategies Great Minds Use to 
Achieve Success 
by Jeff Brown, Mark Fenske, Liz Neporent (With) 

The Reaper's Garden: Death and Power in the World of 
Atlantic Slavery 
by Vincent Brown 

The Poem Is You: 60 Contemporary American Poems and 
How to Read Them 
by Stephen Burt 

A Political Economy of the Middle East 
by Melani Cammett, Ishac Diwan, Alan Richards, John 
Waterbury 

Theodore Roosevelt in the Field 
by Michael R. Canfield 

The Aztecs: A Very Short Introduction 
by David Carrasco 
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Introduction to Social Entrepreneurship 
by Teresa Chahine 

Protest Dialectics: State Repression and South Korea's 
Democracy Movement, 1970-1979 
by Paul Chang 

How Will You Measure Your Life? 
by Clayton M. Christensen, James Allworth, Karen Dillon 

Competing Against Luck: The Story of Innovation and 
Customer Choice 
by Clayton M. Christensen, Karen Dillon, David S. Duncan, 
Taddy Hall 

Regenesis: How Synthetic Biology Will Reinvent Nature 
and Ourselves 
by George M. Church, Ed Regis 

His Hiding Place Is Darkness: A Hindu-Catholic 
Theopoetics of Divine Absence 
by Francis Clooney 

Russia: What Everyone Needs to Know 
by Timothy Colton 

How to Read the Bible 
by Harvey Cox 

The Market as God 
by Harvey Cox 

The Discover Your True North Fieldbook: A Personal 
Guide to Finding Your Authentic Leadership 
by Nick Craig, Andrew McLean 

Presence: Bringing Your Boldest Self to Your Biggest 
Challenges 
by Amy Cuddy 

The Quality Cure: How Focusing on Health Care Quality 
Can Save Your Life and Lower Spending Too 
by David Cutler 

Eternity's Sunrise: The Imaginative World of William 
Blake 
by Leo Damrosch 

Emotional Agility: Get Unstuck, Embrace Change, and 
Thrive in Work and Life 
by Susan David 

Abraham: The World's First (But Certainly Not Last) 
Jewish Lawyer 
by Alan M. Dershowitz 

Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American City 
by Matthew Desmond 

An Uncertain Glory: India and its Contradictions 
by Jean Dreze 

Park Chung Hee and Modern Korea: The Roots of 
Militarism, 1866 
by Carter Eckert 

This Republic of Suffering: Death and the American Civil 
War 
       by Drew Gilpin Faust 

Home for Dinner: Mixing Food, Fun, and Conversation 
for a Happier Family and Healthier Kids 
by Anne Fishel, Michael Thompson (Foreword by) 

Getting to Yes: Negotiating Agreement Without Giving In 
by Roger Fisher, Bruce Patton, William Ury 

Crossing Thresholds: The Making and Remaking of a 21st-
Century College Chaplain 
by Lucy A. Forster-Smith 

Body Shots: Hollywood and the Culture of Eating 
Disorders 
by Emily Fox-Kales, Benjamin Shepard, Greg Smithsimon 

Shadow Cold War: The Sino-Soviet Competition for the 
Third World 
by Jeremy Friedman 

Einstein's Clocks, Poincare's Maps: Empires of Time 
by Peter Galison 

Shakespeare after All 
by Marjorie Garber 

Changing Minds: The Art and Science of Changing Our 
Own and Other People's Minds (Center for Public 
Leadership Series) 
by Howard Gardner 

Five Minds for the Future 
by Howard Gardner 

And Still I Rise: Black America Since MLK 
by Henry Louis Gates Jr., Kevin M. Burke 

Life Upon These Shores: Looking at African American 
History, 1513-2008 
by Henry Louis Gates Jr. 

The African Americans: Many Rivers to Cross 
by Henry Louis Gates Jr. 



 

 

Complications: A Surgeon's Notes on an Imperfect 
Science 
by Atul Gawande 

Better: A Surgeon's Notes on Performance 
by Atul Gawande 

The Checklist Manifesto: How to Get Things Right 
by Atul Gawande 

Being Mortal: Medicine and What Matters in the End 
by Atul Gawande 

Discover Your True North 
by Bill George, David Gergen (Foreword by) 

Eyewitness to Power: The Essence of Leadership, Nixon 
to Clinton 
by David Gergen 

Stumbling on Happiness 
by Daniel Gilbert 

Triumph of the City: How Our Greatest Invention Makes 
Us Richer, Smarter, Greener, Healthier, and Happier 
by Edward Glaeser 

The Responsive City: Engaging Communities Through 
Data-Smart Governance 
by Stephen Goldsmith 

Lives in Limbo: Undocumented and Coming of Age in 
America 
by Roberto G. Gonzales, Jose Antonio Vargas (Foreword by) 

Adorno and Existence 
by Peter E. Gordon 

Most Blessed of the Patriarchs: Thomas Jefferson and the 
Empire of the Imagination 
by Annette Gordon-Reed, Peter Onuf 

What Is Your One Sentence?: How to Be Heard in the 
Age of Short Attention Spans 
by Mimi Goss 

To Tell Their Children: Jewish Communal Memory in 
Early Modern Prague 
by Rachel Greenblatt 

The Swerve: How the World Became Modern 
by Stephen Greenblatt 

Will in the World: How Shakespeare Became Shakespeare 
by Stephen Greenblatt 

Moral Tribes: Emotion, Reason, and the Gap Between Us 
and Them 
by Joshua Greene 

Fat-Talk Nation: The Human Costs of America's War on 
Fat 
by Susan Greenhalgh 

How the Internet Became Commercial: Innovation, 
Privatization, and the Birth of a New Network 
by Shane Greenstein 

Blindspot: Hidden Biases of Good People 
by Mahzarin Banaji, Anthony G. Greenwald 

How Doctors Think 
by Jerome Groopman 

The Tyranny of the Meritocracy: Democratizing Higher 
Education in America 
by Lani Guinier 

Organize Your Mind, Organize Your Life: Train Your 
Brain to Get More Done in Less Time 
by Paul Hammerness, John Hanc, Margaret Moore 

A Political History of the Bible in America 
by Paul Hanson 

Firms, Contracts, and Financial Structure 
by Oliver Hart 

Body Language - from Head to Toe: Expressions, idioms, 
slang, and quotes related to body part 
by Per-Olof Hasselgren 

New Directions in Special Education: Eliminating Ableism 
in Policy and Practice 
by Thomas Hehir 

How Did You Get Here?: Students with Disabilities and 
Their Journeys to Harvard 
by Thomas Hehir, Laura A. Schifter 

Effective Inclusive Schools: Designing Successful 
Schoolwide Programs 
by Thomas Hehir, Lauren Katzman 

Practice of Adaptive Leadership: Tools and Tactics for 
Changing Your Organization and the World 
by Ronald A. Heifetz, Alexander Grashow, Marty Linsky 

Leadership Without Easy Answers 
by Ronald Heifetz 



 

 

Evangelical Disenchantment: Nine Portraits of Faith and 
Doubt 
by David Hempton 

The Secret of Our Success: How Culture Is Driving 
Human Evolution, Domesticating Our Species, and 
Making Us Smarter 
by Joseph Henrich 

Frontiers of Possession: Spain and Portugal in Europe and 
the Americas 
by Tamar Herzog 

Addiction: A Disorder of Choice 
by Gene M. Heyman 

Dignity: Its Essential Role in Resolving Conflict 
by Donna Hicks, Desmond Tutu (Foreword by) 

From the War on Poverty to the War on Crime: The 
Making of Mass Incarceration in America 
by Elizabeth Hinton 

The Lost Art of Finding Our Way  
by John Edward Huth 

The Ethics of Invention: Technology and the Human 
Future 
by Sheila Jasanoff 

River of Dark Dreams: Slavery and Empire in the Cotton 
Kingdom  
by Walter Johnson 

Remember Me Like This  
by Bret Anthony Johnston 

Innovation and Its Enemies: Why People Resist New 
Technologies 
by Calestous Juma 

A Revolution in Color: The World of John Singleton 
Copley 
by Jane Kamensky 

Move: How to Rebuild and Reinvent America's 
Infrastructure 
by Rosabeth Moss Kanter 

Security Mom: An Unclassified Guide to Protecting Our 
Homeland and Your Home 
by Juliette Kayyem 

Immunity to Change: How to Overcome It and Unlock 
the Potential in Yourself and Your Organization 
by Robert Kegan, Kegan, Lisa Laskow Lahey 

Capturing Music: The Story of Notation 
by Thomas Kelly 

Photography and the Art of Chance 
by Robin Kelsey 

A World of Struggle: How Power, Law, and Expertise 
Shape Global Political Economy 
by David Kennedy 

Blind Spot: How Neoliberalism Infiltrated Global Health 
by Salmaan Keshavjee, Paul Farmer (Foreword by) 

From Higher Aims to Hired Hands: The Social 
Transformation of American Business Schools and the 
Unfulfilled Promise of Management as a Profession 
by Rakesh Khurana 

The Framers' Coup: The Making of the United States 
Constitution 
by Michael J. Klarman 

Toward Democracy: The Struggle for Self-Rule in 
European and American Thought  
by James Kloppenberg 

A Natural History of English Gardening: 1650-1800 
by Mark Laird 

How Professors Think: Inside the Curious World of 
Academic Judgment 
by Michèle Lamont 

The Power of Mindful Learning 
by Ellen J. Langer 

How to Build a Habitable Planet: The Story of Earth from 
the Big Bang to Humankind (Revised and Expanded 
Edition) 
by Charles H. Langmuir 

Growing Each Other Up: When Our Children Become 
Our Teachers 
by Sara Lawrence-Lightfoot 

The Secret History of Wonder Woman 
by Jill Lepore 

Book of Ages: The Life and Opinions of Jane Franklin 
by Jill Lepore 



 

 

Republic, Lost: Version 2.0 
by Lawrence Lessig 

The Love of God: Divine Gift, Human Gratitude, and 
Mutual Faithfulness in Judaism  
by Jon Levenson 

Excellence without a Soul: How a Great University Forgot 
Education 
by Harry Lewis 

Divided Rule: Sovereignty and Empire in French Tunisia, 
1881-1938 
by Mary Lewis 

The Rise: Creativity, the Gift of Failure, and the Search for 
Mastery 
by Sarah Lewis 

The Story of the Human Body: Evolution, Health, and 
Disease 
by Daniel Lieberman 

Making the Most of College: Students Speak Their Minds 
by Richard J. Light 

Beethoven's Symphonies: An Artistic Vision 
by Lewis Lockwood 

How Evolution Shapes Our Lives: Essays on Biology and 
Society 
Jonathan Losos (Editor), Richard E. Lenski (Editor) 

Always Hungry?: Conquer Cravings, Retrain Your Fat 
Cells, and Lose Weight Permanently 
by David Ludwig 

Loving Literature: A Cultural History 
by Deidre Lynch 

Medieval Christianity: A New History 
by Kevin Madigan 

Once Within Borders: Territories of Power, Wealth, and 
Belonging since 1500 
by Charles Maier 

Negotiating the Impossible: How to Break Deadlocks and 
Resolve Ugly Conflicts (without Money or Muscle) 
by Deepak Malhotra 

Digital Giza: Visualizing the Pyramids 
by Peter Manuelian 

Counting Islam: Religion, Class, and Elections in Egypt 
by Tarek Masoud 

Pursuing Sustainability: A Guide to the Science and 
Practice 
by Pamela Matson, Krister Andersson, William Clark 

The Empire Trap: The Rise and Fall of U.S. Intervention 
to Protect American Property Overseas, 1893-2013 
by Noel Maurer 

Energy and Climate: Vision for the Future 
by Michael McElroy 

The War on Alcohol: Prohibition and the Rise of the 
American State 
by Lisa McGirr 

The Metaphysical Club: A Story of Ideas in America 
by Louis Menand 

The Nature of the Beasts: Empire and Exhibition at the 
Tokyo Imperial Zoo 
by Ian Jared Miller 

Bargaining with the Devil: When to Negotiate, When to 
Fight 
by Robert Mnookin 

Beyond Winning: Negotiating to Create Value in Deals 
and Disputes 
by Robert Mnookin, Scott Peppet, Andrew Tulumello 

The Last Utopia: Human Rights in History 
by Samuel Moyn 

Christian Human Rights 
by Samuel Moyn 

Story of Swahili 
by John M. Mugane 

The Condemnation of Blackness: Race, Crime, and the 
Making of Modern Urban America 
by Khalil Gibran Muhammad 

Scarcity: The New Science of Having Less and How It 
Defines Our Lives 
by Sendhil Mullainathan, Eldar Shafir 

The Ancient Greek Hero in 24 Hours 
by Gregory Nagy 

Cycles of Invention and Discovery: Rethinking the 
Endless Frontier 
by Venkatesh Narayanamurti, Toluwalogo Odumosu 



 

 

The Royalist Revolution: Monarchy and the American 
Founding 
by Eric Nelson 

Evolutionary Dynamics: Exploring the Equations of Life 
by Martin Nowak 

Presidential Leadership and the Creation of the American 
Era 
by Joseph S. Nye Jr. 

Is the American Century Over 
by Joseph S. Nye Jr. 

November Storm 
by Robert Oldshue 

African Religions: A Very Short Introduction 
by Jacob Olupona 

Merchants of Doubt: How a Handful of Scientists 
Obscured the Truth on Issues from Tobacco Smoke 
to Global Warming 
by Naomi Oreskes, Erik Conway 

The Collapse of Western Civilization: A View from the 
Future 
by Naomi Oreskes, Erik Conway 

The Rise and Fall of Arab Presidents for Life: With a New 
Afterword 
by Roger Owen 

The United States of Excess: Gluttony and the Dark Side 
of American Exceptionalism 
by Robert Paarlberg 

Cerebral Cortex: Architecture, Connections, and the Dual 
Origin Concept 
by Deepak Pandya, Ben Cipolli, Michale Petrides 

Informing the News: The Need for Knowledge-Based 
Journalism 
by Thomas E. Patterson 

Making Learning Whole: How Seven Principles of 
Teaching Can Transform Education 
by David Perkins 

The Sense of Style: The Thinking Person's Guide to 
Writing in the 21st Century 
by Steven Pinker 

How the Mind Works 
by Steven Pinker 

The Last Empire: The Final Days of the Soviet Union 
by Serhii Plokhy 

The Man with the Poison Gun: A Cold War Spy Story 
by Serhii Plokhy 

Energy Revolution: The Physics and the Promise of 
Efficient Technology 
by Mara Prentiss 

The Path: What Chinese Philosophers Can Teach Us 
About the Good Life 
by Michael Puett, Christine Gross-Loh 

Our Kids: The American Dream in Crisis 
by Robert D. Putnam 

Consumers, Corporations, and Public Health: A Case-
Based Approach to Sustainable Business 
by John Quelch 

The Ancient Central Andes 
by Jeffrey Quilter 

Renegade Dreams: Living through Injury in Gangland 
Chicago 
by Laurence Ralph 

Political Standards: Corporate Interest, Ideology, and 
Leadership in the Shaping of Accounting Rules for the 
Market Economy 
by Karthik Ramanna 

Dark Matter and the Dinosaurs: The Astounding 
Interconnectedness of the Universe 
by Lisa Randall 

Spark: The Revolutionary New Science of Exercise and the 
Brain 
by John J. Ratey, Eric Hagerman (With) 

This Time is Different: Eight Centuries of Financial Folly 
by Carmen M. Reinhart, Kenneth Rogoff 

The Loneliness of the Black Republican: Pragmatic Politics 
and the Pursuit of Power 
by Leah Wright Rigueur 

On Global Justice 
by Mathias Risse 

Poetics of the Flesh 
by Mayra Rivera 

The Curse of Cash 
by Kenneth Rogoff 



 

 

Durable Values: Selected Writings of Peter J. Gomes 
by Cynthia Rosanno 

The End of Average: How We Succeed in a World That 
Values Sameness 
by Todd Rose 

Great American City: Chicago and the Enduring 
Neighborhood Effect 
by Robert Sampson 

Justice: What's the Right Thing to Do? 
by Michael J. Sandel 

What Money Can't Buy: The Moral Limits of Markets 
by Michael J. Sandel 

Naming Thy Name: Cross Talk in Shakespeare's Sonnets 
by Elaine Scarry 

Life in Miniature 
by Linda Schlossberg 

The Library Beyond the Book 
by Jeffrey Schnapp, Matthew Battles 

Confronting Vulnerability: The Body and the Divine in 
Rabbinic Ethics 
by Jonathan Wyn Schofer 

The Simple Art of Business Etiquette: How to Rise to the 
Top by Playing Nice 
by Jeffrey Seglin 

The Idea of Justice 
by Amartya Sen 

The Country of First Boys: And Other Essays 
by Amartya Sen 

Negotiating the Nonnegotiable: How to Resolve Your 
Most Emotionally Charged Conflicts 
by Daniel Shapiro 

Dark Ghettos: Injustice, Dissent, and Reform 
by Tommie Shelby 

The Gates Unbarred: A History of University Extension at 
Harvard, 1910 – 2009 
by Michael Shinagel 

Holocaust Survivor to Harvard Dean: Memoirs of a 
Refugee's Progress 
by Michael Shinagel 

No Freedom without Regulation: The Hidden Lesson of 
the Subprime Crisis 
by Joseph Singer 

The Other Side of Normal: How Biology Is Providing the 
Clues to Unlock the Secrets of Normal and Abnormal 
Behavior 
by Jordan Smoller 

The Impact of Public Opinion on U.S. Foreign Policy 
since Vietnam 
by Richard Sobel, Ole Holsti (Foreword by) 

Why They Do It: Inside the Mind of the White-Collar 
Criminal 
by Eugene Soltes 

Handcuffed: What Holds Policing Back, and the Keys to 
Reform 
by Malcolm Sparrow 

The Battle Hymn of the Republic: A Biography of the 
Song That Marches On 
by John Stauffer, Benjamin Soskis 

Courting Death: The Supreme Court and Capital 
Punishment 
by Carol Steiker, Jordan M. Steiker 

What Is Landscape? 
by John Stilgoe 

Difficult Conversations: How to Discuss What Matters 
Most 
by Douglas Stone, Roger Fisher (Foreword by), Sheila Heen, 
Bruce Patton 

Thanks for the Feedback: The Science and Art of 
Receiving Feedback Well 
by Douglas Stone, Sheila Heen 

A Light Inside : An Odyssey of Art, Life and Law 
by Jeannie Suk 

The Némirovsky Question: The Life, Death, and Legacy 
of a Jewish Writer in Twentieth-Century France 
by Susan Rubin Suleiman 

The Ethics of Influence: Government in the Age of 
Behavioral Science 
by Cass R. Sunstein 

Life, Animated: A Story of Sidekicks, Heroes, and Autism 
by Ron Suskind 



 

 

Good for You, Great for Me: Finding the Trading Zone 
and Winning at Win-Win Negotiation 
by Lawrence Susskind 

The Poetry of John Milton 
by Gordon Teskey 

Nudge: Improving Decisions About Health, Wealth, and 
Happiness 
by Richard H. Thaler, Cass R. Sunstein 

Uncertain Justice: The Roberts Court and the Constitution 
by Laurence Tribe, Joshua Matz 

The Sleeping Sovereign: The Invention of Modern 
Democracy 
by Richard Tuck 

Well-Behaved Women Seldom Make History 
by Laurel Thatcher Ulrich 

Tangible Things: Making History through Objects 
by Laurel Thatcher Ulrich, Sarah Anne Carter, Ivan Gaskell, 
Sara Schechner, Samantha van Gerbig 

The Critical Legal Studies Movement: Another Time, A 
Greater Task 
by Roberto Mangabeira Unger 

Love Hotel 
by Jane Unrue 

Triumphs of Experience: The Men of the Harvard Grant 
Study 
by George E. Vaillant 

Teaching and Learning for the Twenty-First Century: 
Educational Goals, Policies, and Curricula from Six 
Nations 
by Michael VanRooyen 

The Ocean, the Bird, and the Scholar: Essays on Poets and 
Poetry 
by Helen Vendler 

Law: From Law 
by Adrian Vermeule 

Deng Xiaoping and the Transformation of China 
by Ezra Vogel 

Climate Shock: The Economic Consequences of a Hotter 
Planet 
by Gernot Wagner, Martin Weitzman 

The Diversity Bargain: And Other Dilemmas of Race, 
Admissions, and Meritocracy at Elite Universities 
by Natasha K. Warikoo 

The Parents We Mean To Be: How Well-Intentioned 
Adults Undermine Children's Moral and Emotional 
Development 
by Richard Weissbourd 

Paper Cadavers: The Archives of Dictatorship in 
Guatemala 
by Kirsten Weld 

The Art of Negotiation: How to Improvise Agreement in a 
Chaotic World 
by Michael Wheeler 

The Superstar Roadmap: How Ordinary People Build 
Extraordinary Careers 
by Myra White, Myra S. White 

A Passion for Society: How We Think about Human 
Suffering 
by Iain Wilkinson, Arthur Kleinman 

Eat, Drink, and Be Healthy: The Harvard Medical School 
Guide to Healthy Eating 
by Walter Willett, P.J. Skerrett (With) 

Leadership for a Fractured World: How to Cross 
Boundaries, Build Bridges, and Lead Change 
by Dean Williams 

Real Leadership: Helping People and Organizations Face 
Their Toughest Challenges 
by Dean Williams 

Letters to a Young Scientist 
by Edward O. Wilson 

The Meaning of Human Existence 
by Edward O. Wilson 

No Joke: Making Jewish Humor 
by Ruth R. Wisse 

The Future of Violence: Robots and Germs, Hackers and 
Drones--Confronting A New Age of Threat 
by Benjamin Wittes, Gabriella Blum 

How Fiction Works 
by James Wood 



 

 

The Shape of Inner Space: String Theory and the 
Geometry of the Universe's Hidden Dimensions 
by Shing-Tung Yau, Steve Nadis 

The Future of the Internet: And How to Stop It 
by Jonathan Zittrain 
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